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“Cool Tool Lesson Plan” from PBIS
Tattling versus Reporting
Goal:  Students will report unsafe, irresponsible, and disrespectful behaviors only.
Objective:  The students will be able to differentiate between tattling and reporting.
Materials:  
· A Bad Case of Tattle Tongue by Julia Cook.  Scanned on PowerPoint.
Procedures:
1.  Read story with students.  Every time it says “warning” in the story, students need to say “reporting.”
2. Have a discussion with the students about the book.
a. If a student steals a pencil and you tell the teacher, is that a tattle or a report.
b. If a student is not following the directions and you tell the teacher, is that a tattle or report.
c. If a student budges in line and you tell the teacher, is that a tattle or a report.
d. If a student is bleeding and you tell the teacher, is that a tattle or a report.
e. Think of other scenarios on your own if needed for your class.
3.  Review the tattle rules with students.
a. Be a danger ranger
b. Be a problem solver
c. Now or later
d. MYOB (Mind your own beeswax)

Evaluate:
As an activity, have the students come up with a scenario that happens at school.  Teacher labels three corners of the room:  one corner is for tattling, one corner is for reporting, and one corner is “I’m just not sure.”  Teacher states the scenario and students individually make a decision about the scenario and walk to the corresponding corner.  If you prefer to have students stay in their own area, you may do thumbs up, sideways, or down.  Have a classroom discussion about each scenario.

When students are coming up to an adult supervisor and tattling, the adult supervisor should state, “Is someone in danger, is someone hurt,”  before responding to the student.   This should cause students to reflect on whether they are tattling or reporting.  
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