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Gossiping
Goal: To understand what gossiping is and teach appropriate strategies to stop it.
Objective: Students will use the Social Responsibility Skills (Stop/Walk/Talk) when gossiping occurs.
Procedures: Introduce class topic by stating objective.
· Discuss what school-wide rules have to do with gossip:
· Responsibility means not sharing secrets that someone told you.
· Using Respect means saying only nice things about other students.
· Excellent Attitudes means encouraging others and making them feel good even when they are not present. 
· Remind students that telling a negative story about someone else, regardless of whether it is true or not, is still gossip.
· To extend the understanding of what gossiping is, give students scenarios and identify whether it is gossiping or not.
· Teach the Social Responsibility Skills (Stop/Walk/Talk)
· The Stop Signal
· Firm hand signal
· Eye contact 
· Clear voice
· Practice modeling the stop signal for students that experience gossiping or when they see other students gossiping. 
· Walk away
· Sometimes even when students tell others to “stop”, problem behavior will continue. When this happens, students are to “walk away” from the problem behavior.
· Practice modeling “walking away” if the gossiping continues.
· Talk
· Report the problem to an adult if “stopping” and “walking away” does not stop the gossiping. 
· Role-play a gossiping scenario relevant to your grade level. Have students practice the Stop/Walk/Talk technique.
Evaluate:
· Praise and acknowledge students that use the Stop/Walk/Talk technique.
· Practice again as needed and celebrate the successes.
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