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Positive Attention

Goal:  To learn how to get positive attention.

Objective:  The students will be able to identify how to get peer attention by learning appropriate ways and appropriate times.

Materials:  None needed.

Procedures:
1.  Discuss with your students different reasons why we may want attention. (i.e. for recognition, to get help, to share a story,  to make them laugh, etc.) 


2.  Talk about and demonstrate what would be an appropriate way to get someone’s attention. Teachers will role model appropriate words and voice levels.

3.   Give students specific areas of the day and what would be the most appropriate way and time to get attention from a teacher/peer. (Some of the times are not an appropriate time to get a peer’s attention)
· Morning work
· Lunchroom
· Math
· Hallway
· Lining Up
· Etc.
4. Share examples with students and have them identify if it was an appropriate way to get attention or not.
a. Your best friend is talking to two other kids. You want to talk with him, so you wait until a break in the conversation and say your friend’s name. (Good example)
b. You are done with your written work and are getting bored. You shout out “I’m all done!”(Bad example)
c. Everyone is listening to a student tell about a recent music concert. You want to tell your friend that you went to the same concert, so you start whispering while the student is still talking. (Bad example)
d. You are having a hard time with a class project, so you yell out “I need help!” 
e. You have a story you want to share with the teacher, so you wait until after school to share it with her. (Good example)

5. As students to share an example of a time they wanted someone’s attention. Ask students what they did to get that person’s attention. Encourage and support appropriate responses and discussions.

6. Talk about what to do when you want attention at an inappropriate time. Problem solve ways to handle the situation (such as taking a deep breath and waiting until lunch or recess if it is not an emergency.) 


Evaluate:
· Use Pre-Corrects (i.e. “Okay, let’s review how to get attention in an appropriate way.”)
· Use reminders when you see a student inappropriately trying to get attention by asking them to tell you a more appropriate way to get attention once they are quiet
· Use Specific Praise and acknowledge, “I appreciate you waiting quietly until I was able to give my attention to you.”
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