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“Cool Tool Lesson Plan” from PBIS
Threats

Goal:  To eliminate threatening statements.
Objective:  The students will be able to identify what a threat is.  
Procedures:
1.  Define what a threat is for the students.  A threat is any verbal or physical gesture(s) that makes someone feel unsafe.  

2. Read the following statements to the students.  Have students give a thumbs up, sideways, or down to identify statements that are a threat.  
a. I’ll make her sorry!  Threat
b. Want to bet! Threat
c. I can run faster than you. Non-threat
d. Chest out, pointing, hand in a face while talking to someone.  Threat
e. Just you wait and see. Threat
f. I’m going to win this game. Non-threat
g. I’m going to kick you. Just kidding. Threat

3.  Teacher discusses with students why each of the above statements is or is not a threat.  

4. Discuss with students what they should do if someone makes a threat either to themselves or to another student.   
a) Have students practice using “I statements” : I feel __________, when you __________. Next time, would you please ______________________.
b) Remind students that reporting threats is not tattling.   

Evaluate:
Sometimes we feel that we have to threaten others when we feel anger.  Now we know that threats are not acceptable.  Make a list of acceptable behaviors to use when feeling angry instead of using threats.   Emphasize it is okay to feel angry, but it is not okay to threaten.   
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